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COMMUNITY FUNDING

Small grants from Homes for Northumberland have enabled community groups and organisations to work towards enhancing the lives of their tenants and residents.
Funding from Homes for Northumberland Community Fund has, since October, assisted two groups (Concorde House and Seghill Institute Community Association – Newsletter Group) and two Resident Associations Newsham and New Delaval as well as Cowpen Farm and Isabella.  The Community fund was set up to help small community groups deliver initiatives that would make a difference to the company’s tenants and residents quality of life.   Recent initiatives have included day’s out for elderly residents, new sports equipment for young people, production of community newsletter and money for seasonal celebrations.  

Concorde House

Residents in Concorde House have something to celebrate having received £500 worth of funding from Homes for Northumberland. Concorde House is home to 30 residents with ages ranging from 60 to 98 years old.  Some of whom have difficulties with mobility and are unable to get out and about.

The funding will ensure that residents are able to enjoy day trips and lunches out during 2010 in comfortable and safe transport.

Hilda Stobart, Warden said “this is fantastic for the residents, they can enjoy going out together and will have so much to look forward to next year”.
Newsham and New Delaval Residents Association

£500 of funding has been allocated for the purchase and installation of  goal posts to be situated in the Oval playing fields in Newsham, Blyth after Newsham and New Delaval Residents Association applied to Homes for Northumberland’s Community fund.

The goalposts will benefit the community, especially young people, to allow them to play football close to their homes, and build relationships with other younger people. 

The idea was instigated by a group of young people who regularly attend the Resident Association meetings and discussed their needs and aspirations with representatives from Northumberland County Council’s Neighbourhood Services team.  

Newsham and New Delaval Residents Association said “We are delighted to receive this funding from Homes for Northumberland, we hope it will give the young people in the area a positive focus, and allow them to play safely”. 

Cowpen Farm and Isabella Residents Association

This residents group applied for money to host two seasonal celebratory Fayres. This will benefit the tenants and residents in the surrounding area, and will help to encourage the community to join together and celebrate Christmas and Easter. 

The Residents Association said “this is an excellent way to get the community to work together, and see what they can achieve” 

Seghill Institute Community Association – Newsletter Group

Following their successful application, the Newsletter Group now have funding to produce a quarterly newsletter, which will be delivered to the tenants and residents of Seghill. This newsletter will ensure tenants and residents are aware of local events, and are up to date with what is going on in their area. The production of the newsletter will also provide an opportunity for volunteers to join the group and assist in helping them produce the newsletter. 

The Newsletter Group said “Homes for Northumberland have made it possible to produce a much needed newsletter, which will allow us to ensure the community is aware of what is going on around them”

Sue Vaughan, Homes for Northumberland said “These are excellent examples of how the Community Fund can benefit tenants and residents of Homes for Northumberland.  We wish all of the groups every success with their projects”.

For information on the Community Fund, or to request an application pack, please contact Julie Turner, Resident Involvement Officer, Homes for Northumberland. 01670 542239 or email julie.turner@hfn.uk.com 

